Grade 8 English Language Arts Computer-Based Practice Test Answer Key
The following pages include the answer key for all machine-scored items, followed by the rubrics for the hand-scored items. 											
	Item Number
	Answer Key
	Reporting Category
	Standard

	1
	Part A: C
Part B: B
	Reading
	3

	2
	[image: ]
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	Reading
	3

	3
	Narrative Essay - See Rubric
	Writing
Language
	3,4
1,2,3

	4
	D
	Reading
	1

	5
	C
	Reading
	4

	6
	D
	Reading
	3

	7
	D
	Reading
	6

	8
	Text-Based Essay - See Rubric
	Reading
Writing
Language
	2
2,4
1,2,3



Scoring rubric for Grade 8 Practice Test Item #3: Narrative Essay*
	
	Score Point 4
	Score Point 3
	Score Point 2
	Score Point 1
	Score Point 0

	      Written
   Expression 
	The student response

· is effectively developed with narrative elements 
and is consistently appropriate to the task;
· is effectively organized 
with clear and coherent writing;
· establishes and maintains an effective style.

	The student response

· is mostly effectively developed with narrative elements and is mostly appropriate to the task;
· is organized with mostly
clear and coherent writing;
· establishes and maintains
 a mostly effective style.

	The student response

· is developed with some narrative elements and 
is generally appropriate to the task;
· demonstrates some organization with somewhat coherent writing;
· has a style that is
somewhat effective.
	The student response

· is minimally developed with few narrative elements and is limited in its appropriateness to the task;
· demonstrates limited organization and coherence;
· has a style that has limited effectiveness.
	The student response

· is undeveloped and/or inappropriate to the task;
· lacks organization and coherence;
· has an inappropriate
style.

	
Knowledge of Language and Conventions
	
	The student response to the prompt demonstrates full command of the conventions of standard English at an appropriate level of complexity. There may be a few minor errors in mechanics, grammar, and usage, but meaning is clear.
	The student response to the prompt demonstrates some command of the conventions of standard English at an appropriate level of complexity. There may be errors in mechanics, grammar, and usage that occasionally impede understanding, but the meaning is generally clear.
	The student response to the prompt demonstrates limited command of the conventions of standard English at an appropriate level of complexity. There may be errors in mechanics, grammar, and usage that often impede understanding.
	The student response to the prompt demonstrates no command of the conventions of standard English. Frequent and varied errors in mechanics, grammar, and usage impede understanding.



*This is a draft rubric and may be updated as necessary.












Scoring rubric for Grade 8 Practice Test Item #8: Text-Based Essay*
	Idea Development
	Conventions

	1. QUALITY AND DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL IDEA 
1. SELECTION AND EXPLANATION OF EVIDENCE/ DETAILS 
1. ORGANIZATION
1. EXPRESSION OF IDEAS
1. AWARENESS OF TASK AND MODE
	1. SENTENCE STRUCTURE
1. GRAMMAR,  USAGE AND MECHANICS 


	5
	1. Central idea is insightful and fully developed
1. Skillful selection and explanation of evidence/details 
1. Skillful and/or subtle organization
1. Rich expression of ideas 
1. Full awareness of the task/mode 
	3
	1. A variety of sentence structures formed correctly relative to length of essay
1. Consistent control of grammar, usage and mechanics relative to complexity and/or length of essay

	4
	1. Central idea is clear and well-developed
1. Effective selection and explanation of evidence/details
1. Effective organization
1. Clear expression of ideas
1. Full awareness of the task/mode
	2
	1. Some variety of sentence structures formed correctly relative to length of essay
1. Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage and mechanics relative to complexity and/or length of essay

	3
	1. Central idea is general and moderately developed
1. Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence/details
1. Moderate organization
1. Adequate expression of ideas
1. Sufficient awareness of the task/mode
	1
	1. Little variety in sentence structure and/or sentence structures formed incorrectly
1. Little to no control of grammar, usage and mechanics relative to complexity and/or insufficient length


	2
	1. Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed
1. Limited selection and explanation of evidence/details
1. Limited organization
1. Basic expression of ideas
1. Partial awareness of the task/mode
	

	1
	1. Central idea is not present and/or not developed
1. Insufficient evidence/details
1. Minimal or no organization
1. Poor expression of ideas
1. Minimal or no awareness of the task/mode 
	





*This is a draft rubric and may be updated as necessary.
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Today you will read and answer questions on a story about a man Select the two details from paragraphs 1-12 that best show that
seeking to complete an important mission. When you have finished Behauddin has a feeling of great responsibilty.

reading and answering questions, you will write a narrative story using

details from your reading.

@ Bahauddin Shah stumbled through the darkened passageway, -
[gripping the cold stone wall for balance and keeping his head low to
‘avoid the rocky ceiling). The sound of his footsteps echoed back at
him through the gloom, and his heart thumped beneath his loose-
fitting shirt.

@ The old man wore a heavy iron key chain around his belt, and [}
down on him in more wa

@ There was so little timel

@ [Bahauddin held a small lantern in his right hand that threw his
shadow onto the dark red wall above him}, making his face seem
impossibly long and his beard even thicker than it really was, which
was pretty thick indeed. The shadow would have scared the living
daylights out of anyone who'd seen it, except there was no daylight
down there, and certainly nobody living to be scared of it

@ The tunnel twisted and tured. Every once in a while smaller
passageways veered off at odd angles into the darkness. Sometimes
Bahauddin came out into vast open rooms that rose up into
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Today you will read and answer questions on a story about a man Select the two details from paragraphs 1-12 that best show that
seeking to complete an important mission. When you have finished Behauddin has a feeling of great responsibilty.

reading and answering questions, you will write a narrative story using
details from your reading.

(@ Bahauddin covered his nose with a piece of old cloth and tried to T
stay focused. [A man could easily get lost in the Salt Caverns ]

@ n fact, that was the whole idea.

@ But Bahauddin would not get lost | He knew every corner of this

underground world, and his old body pulled him toward the exit like a
falcon returning to his master's arm.

@ Bahauddin had just tumed into a wet, narrow passage and was

examining some black marking on the wall when the thud of cannon
fire above him jolted him to the ground. Debris rained down from the
ceiling as he knelt on the floor, catching his breath

@ His hand groped for the key chain, and he smiled when his
fingers felt the cold iron.

They were all there. All seven of them

@D The blast that had knocked Bahauddin to the ground could not
have been more than twenty feet above him. He was nearly at the
surface.





